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Summary 

The variation in the anther on the central filament of Chloranthus japo- 
nicus is observed and discussed. The materials, cultivated in Tokyo were 
collected from mountaineous area in Nikko. The stamens of the species 
have diagnostically, two anthers in two lateral filaments, while none of 
them in the central one. In the materials central filaments show several 
degrees in variation of the anther from rudimental appendages to almost 
perfect anthers, and these variations are often met with even in one and 
the same spike. Furthermore, another similar example has been found in 
the photograph taken by Mr. Koyano, Okayama, in the montane region in 
his Prefecture. These facts suggest rather frequent occurrences of the varia¬ 
tion in Japanese spontaneous stocks. It is promissing to offer a possible 
process about the evolution in the flower of Chloranthus japonicus. 
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